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Symptoms 
making up the MADRS

Non-demented group 
n = 130 

Alzheimer type dementia group 
n = 28

frequency 
(number 

of subjects)

intensity frequency 
(number 

of subjects)

intensity

mean SD mean SD

Apparent sadness 30 0.35 0.73 16 * 1.04 * 1.04

Reported sadness 56 0.79 0.95 17 1.29 * 1.08

Inner tension 76 0.99 0.92 13 0.93 1.02

Reduced sleep 96 1.42 1.60 18 1.32 1.09

Reduced appetite 6 0.12 0.55 5 * 0.32 0.82

Concentration diffi culties 97 1.34 1.03 21 2.00 * 1.56

Lassitude 66 0.63 0.70 10 0.54 0.79

Inability to feel 35 0.43 0.76 12 0.82 * 1.06

Pessimistic thoughts 37 0.34 0.60 9 0.32 0.48

Suicidal thoughts 8 0.13 0.55 1 0.04 0.19

Montgomery and Asberg 
Depression Rating Scale 
– total score

6.48 4.08 8.61 * 5.11

Geriatric Depression Scale 7.53 4.33 10.68 * 5.13

Mood disorders according 
to DSM-IV criteria:

Major Depressive Episode 2 0

Dysthymia 1 4 *
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